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The idea that every day we all receive many direct and indirect benefits -ecosystem services -from the million other species on our planet has become a cornerstone of conservation efforts. This perspective has raised important support for conservation targets by appealing to people's wallets as well as to their hearts and minds. However, the tide has been countered with cries that excessive commodification of nature fails to acknowledge the intrinsic value of biodiversity, increases the divide between wealthy and developing nations, and could be counterproductive in the long run. Accordingly, while some have argued that 'The last word in ignorance is the man who says of an animal or plant, "What good is it?"' [1] , others have dedicated themselves to understanding how humans benefit, and ultimately depend upon, the many species around us. Why Birds Matter builds a much-needed bridge between these two viewpoints. Throughout this book the authors provide an impressive account of studies quantifying the many benefits of birds to our economies and wellbeing, but without losing sight of the intrinsic value of birds in their own right. Under the integrative view expressed in this book, recognizing the importance of the service provided by blue jays -carefully planting thousands of acorns on open land after forest fires -does not undermine their intrinsic value as animals, in the same way that recognizing the value of a skilled plumber in no way detracts from his intrinsic value as a person.
Why Birds Matter unequivocally shows to any non-believer that birds are indeed key providers of all the main types of ecosystem services. The 20 billion chickens eaten every year, and the down feathers in our duvets, are examples of direct goods provided by birds. The benefit of regulatory services such as the control of agricultural pests or plant pollination is also obvious and can be quantified by improved yields. 
